Your Memoir in 20 Questions

Writing about yourself and your family memories*:

(Every question is optional: just answer those that stir memories or remind you of some bit of family lore.) 

  Your Name*

  Your Email*  

  1. How much do you know about the family's history from the days before you were born? 

  2. Where and when were you born? Describe the first home you remember vividly  and the city-town-farm where vou lived. 

  3. What's your earliest memory? 

  4. Can you give a physical description and character sketch of your parents,  brother &, sisters, etc.? Describe in a few words your relationship with each of  them.

  5. Where did you go to school and what was it like, especially compared to today? 

  6. What special family memories do you have (holidays, parties,  hunting-fishing-camping, other "big events," etc.)? 

  7. Were there any significant storms or natural disasters that you were caught up  in?

  8. Growing up, was money tight? Or comfortable? Can you give examples? 

  9. What did you do for fun? Did you have any special places you went to (tree  house, swimming hole, etc.)? 

  10. What kind of a child were you? A loner? Popular? Did you play organized  sports,, paint, play music or act in plays, etc.? 

  11. Did you or someone very close to you have any serious accidents or illnesses?

  12. Who was your first love? Your first kiss? First date? How did you meet your  spouse? Describe the courtship and wedding. 

  13. Tell us about your work and raising your children. 

  14. What were your brothers & sisters, your cousins, like as a baby or children? 

  15. What was the single biggest "adventure" (or misadventure) in your life, so far?

  16. Who influenced you the most in your life? 

  17. Was there a major turning point in your life? Or more than one? 

  18. What was the one thing you did in your life that made you most happy? What  do you most regret not doing? 

  19. Are you active in your church or other organizations? 

  20. What advice or philosophy of life would you want to pass on to your children  and grandchildren? 

 Let us know if you found these questions helpful -- or have ones we should add or change -- and of course, you can just EMAIL us with what ever you'd like to say.

 PLEASE remember to include your name (and your parents names would be helpful) and your email so that we can confirm how you'd like us to handle the info you give us.

- - - -

 * These questions are adapted from A Family Remembers by Paul McLaughlin, published by Self-Counsel Press, Bellingham, Washington.
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